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Trevor Lawson is a partner in our Labour & Employment Group in Toronto. 

Trevor's broad practice encompasses all aspects of labour and employment-related litigation, labour 

relations, corporate transactions, executive compensation and privacy. He has represented employers in 

proceedings before the Ontario Superior Court of Justice, Court of Appeal for Ontario, Ontario Labour 

Relations Board, Human Rights Tribunal of Ontario, boards of arbitration, coroner’s inquests and other 

administrative tribunals. His clients carry on business in a wide range of sectors, including hospitality, 

retail, consumer goods, gaming, manufacturing, property management, banking and finance. Trevor is 

the Hospitality sector lead as part of the firm’s National Retail and Consumer Markets group. 

Trevor regularly makes presentations to employers on a wide range of employment-related subjects and 

is regularly interviewed and quoted as a labour and employment law expert for radio, television, 

newspapers and magazines. 

Trevor received his BA (Hons.) in Political Science from McMaster University in 1995, and his LL.B from 

Dalhousie University in 1998. Trevor is a member of the Canadian Bar Association, American Bar 

Association and the Canadian Association of Counsel to Employers.     

Awards & Rankings 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Repeatedly Recommended: Workplace Human Rights 

The Legal 500 - Canada - Next Generation Lawyer: Labour and employment 

Lexpert Magazine - 2011 - "Rising Star" - Top Lawyers in Canada under 40 
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Ontario, 2001 

Law School  

McGill University 

 

Awi solves problems.  

Drawing on a wealth of experience in high-stakes commercial litigation scenarios involving multiple 

stakeholders, Awi excels at cutting through the noise, connecting-the-dots and making quick decisions to 

get to the core of the issue. When matters of reputation and public opinion are on the line, Awi exercises 

discretion, leverages his expertise and delivers results. 

With unparalleled depth of experience in Project Litigation, Transformation Law, Political Law and Crisis 

Law, Awi is the first call that clients make when they cannot afford to lose. Entrusting Awi to solve their 

most sensitive, most unpredictable problems with excellence, creativity and agility. 

Awi has unique experience advising firm clients in special circumstances - acute, high-risk situations that 

are not part of ordinary operations. Awi works with clients to minimize exposure and maximize 

opportunities when “business as usual” has been displaced. 

Project Litigation 

Awi has a leading practice litigating large-scale commercial matters related to infrastructure, energy and 

innovation projects that have a a significant public policy component. He successfully achieves practical 

and financial results for clients in major procurement; construction; and financing disputes. He appears 

before courts and arbitration panels in scenarios where finances, public reputation and public policy all 

define litigation success. Awi’s Project Litigation clients include Ontario Lottery and Gaming 

Corporation (OLG), Infrastructure Ontario (IO), Enbridge Pipelines, Regional Power, York 

University and Carillion Construction. 

Transformation Law 

In partnership with Matthew Kelleher, Awi acts for major institutions involved in transformational or 

disruptive industry change. In such circumstances, regulation is often catching up with new realities 

created by technology, revolutionary business models and major shifts in public policy. Clients trust Matt 

and Awi to navigate uncharted legal waters. (As needed, they also coordinate legal experts within 

McCarthy Tétrault to ensure you receive multi-dimensional thinking to assess legal pressures in a variety 

of subject matter areas – and from a litany of stakeholders.) 
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Currently, Awi is advising: Uber on a variety of Canadian litigation; LCBO and Ontario Cannabis 

Stores on legal strategy for the Canadian legalization of cannabis; Department of Justice Canada on 

the modernization of its legal risk management strategies; and on long-term strategy for Canada 2020, 

the country’s leading, independent, progressive think tank. 

Political Law 

Awi has particular expertise advising high-profile business and political leaders on legal obligations in the 

political sector, including ethical compliance, conflicts of interests, election finance and lobbying law. He 

has represented senior public office holders and major corporations before federal and provincial 

parliamentary commissioners. He understands the personal, reputational, and strategic significance of 

these proceedings. 

Crisis Law 

Awi serves clients when disaster strikes. He has provided readiness and response strategies to clients 

grappling with physical disasters, corporate violations of public trust and executive malfeasance. Awi 

specializes in practical, real-time legal advice to coordinate with – not compete with - business priorities 

and public communications responsibilities. 

Clients include public figures and major corporations. 

Community Engagement 

Awi is also deeply involved with community and social issues, serving on McCarthy Tétrault’s National 

Diversity Task Force as its ambassador to Legal Leaders in Diversity, serving four years as the 

firm’s United Way Campaign Co-Chair and, in 2014, achieving the South Asian Bar Association 

(SABA) Legal Excellence Award. In 2015, Awi served as Toronto Counsel for the Liberal Party of 

Canada’s federal election campaign. Currently, he also serves as a board member of the Canadian 

Club: Toronto.     

Awards & Rankings 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Repeatedly Recommended: Infrastructure Law 

South Asian Bar Association - 2014 - Legal Excellence Award 
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Bar Admission 

Québec, 1997 

Law School  
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Leader of the firm’s dedicated National Immigration Law Practice and based in Montréal and Toronto, 

Stéphane is a noted expert in all aspects of immigration law, especially as they relate to corporate 

immigration and global mobility of workers. Stéphane and the team provide a wide range of high-end 

legal advice to executives and specialized workers, including strategic and creative solutions to 

international mobility issues, corporate restructurings, mergers and acquisitions, and filling labour 

shortages. 

His expertise has been recognized both by his peers and by the Canadian Bar Association. Since 2010, 

he has been listed in The Best Lawyers in Canada and The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory with both 

ranking Stéphane as a “leading practitioner” in immigration law. In addition, he has been recognized by 

Who’s Who Legal – Corporate Immigration – in 2018 as a “top strategist and a highly knowledgeable 

practitioner.” He assists multinational companies and individuals throughout the entire process of 

obtaining visas, work permits, permanent residence, and labour market impact assessments and 

provincial nominations. 

He also assists clients with overcoming medical and security inadmissibility, and is noted for his success 

before various relevant provincial and national tribunals. He is regularly asked to lecture or act as a 

moderator at various conferences on immigration law in Canada and abroad. He is frequently interviewed 

by journalists in Quebec and across Canada on immigration issues, and is the Past Chair of the Canadian 

Bar Association’s National Immigration Law Section (he is also a Past-Chair of the Québec Division). 

Prior to beginning his career in law, Stéphane was a customs and immigration officer. From September 

2012 to September 2014, Stéphane sat on the Immigration Advisory Committee (Comité en droit de 

l’immigration et de la citoyenneté) of the Barreau du Québec (Quebec Law Society).     

Awards & Rankings 

Chambers Global - Band 1: Immigration - Canada 

Chambers Canada - Band 1: Immigration - Canada 

The Best Lawyers in Canada - Leading lawyer in the area of immigration law 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Consistently Recommended: Immigration Law 
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Who's Who Legal - Leading lawyer in the area of corporate immigration 

The Legal 500 – Canada - Leading Lawyer: Business immigration 

Acritas - Stand-out Lawyer 
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Ontario, 2002 

Law School  
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With extensive market insight and industry expertise, Lara delivers results 

As the firm's Industry Strategy Leader, Lara is responsible for leading the firm and its people to truly 

understand and align with the unique needs of our clients and their industries. She empowers our team to 

nimbly leverage firm expertise in industries where Canada is leading the charge globally to provide 

unparalleled industry focused advice to our clients. 

Powered by market intelligence, a global network of trusted relationships and industry focus, Lara is 

relentless in her pursuit of client success at McCarthy Tétrault. As Leader of our National Retail and 

Consumer Markets Group, she has built a full-service, cross-practice industry group that seamlessly 

supports clients with both game changing and day-to-day issues. 

Lara is the consummate professional: always responsive, flexible, detail-oriented, 

understanding of our business needs and able to communicate with business leaders in a clear, 

concise way. 

– CHAMBERS CANADA 

Establishing and growing your place in the competitive Canadian market 

Lara’s vision for clients’ businesses, based on a thorough understanding of their industries, challenges 

and opportunities. It is the hallmark of her practice, with the end-goal of helping them achieve success 

and remain competitive. 

As a leading lawyer in retail and consumer markets transactions, Lara is a trusted advisor to consumer-

facing companies looking to establish or grow in the Canadian market. She advises global companies 

entering the Canadian market (whether through M&A, e-commerce, bricks and mortar or a combination) 

on their market entry strategies and related legal issues. 

A highly connected and influential lawyer in the field, Lara brings the benefit of her connections to bear for 

clients, introducing them to not only what, but who they need to know to achieve their goals. She excels 

at negotiating mergers and acquisitions as well as corporate reorganizations and commercial matters. 

Practical in her approach, Lara provides well-informed guidance on entry strategies and legal issues, 

including securities law requirements, such as continuous disclosure and governance provisions. 
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Regarded as a skillful negotiator and steadfast client advocate, Lara has played an integral role in 

numerous high-profile transactions, including: 

 A major department store on all aspects of its entry into Canada; 

 Home Depot’s US$265 million acquisition of Compact Power; 

 A global jewellery retailer on its expansion into Canada by acquisition of a national jewellery retailer; 

 Fairmont Raffles Hotels International’s US$2.6 billion sale to AccorHotels; 

 Fyffes’ C$145 million acquisition of Highline Produce Limited; 

 Nestlé’s US$7.15 billion strategic alliance with Starbucks; 

 Nestlé’s US$2.3 billion acquisition of Atrium Innovations Inc.; 

 Unilever’s US$8 billion sale of its spreads business to KKR; 

 Corby Spirit and Wine’s acquisitions of Domaines Pinnacle Inc. and Foreign Affair Winery; and 

 Infrastructure Ontario’s C$514 million project to design, build and finance the 2015 Pan/Parapan 

American Games Athletes’ Village Project. 

At the forefront of retail trends and a thought leader in the community 

With her deep sectoral knowledge, Lara is a sought-after expert in the retail, consumer products and 

hospitality transactions field, speaking regularly on corporate and securities law matters and on business 

and legal issues affecting consumer-facing businesses. Her appearances include the Retail Industry 

Leaders Association’s Retail Law Conference, the World Department Store Forum, Food and Consumer 

Products of Canada and our firm’s Annual Consumer Products & Retail Summit. 

With a long-time commitment to community service, Lara serves on the Supplier Advisory Committee of 

The Home Depot of Canada Foundation and has served on the board of directors of local charitable 

groups Sheena’s Place and the Anne Johnston Health Station. Lara is one of the founding members of 

the Gamechangers group, bringing together female leaders in retail and consumer businesses. She 

received her LLB from Queen’s University in 2001.     

Awards & Rankings 

Chambers Canada - Band 1: Retail - Nationwide Canada 

IFLR 1000 Guide to the World's Leading Financial Law Firms - Notable Practitioner: M&A 
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Ontario, 1982 

Law School  

University of Toronto 

 

Abraham is a counsel in our Real Property & Planning Group in Toronto. His practice covers a full range 

of transactions, including leasing, acquisitions, development and financing.  

Abraham acts for both large and small developers, as well as Costco Canada and several large financial 

institutions. His practice also includes insolvency and realization work related to real property.  

Abraham has spoken at sessions of the International Council of Shopping Centres and has participated in 

seminars for the Law Society of Upper Canada, The Canadian Bar Association, Insight, Federated Press 

and The Institute for International Research dealing with commercial leasing, conveyancing and 

receivership. He is a member of the Board of Regents of the American College of Mortgage Attorneys. He 

is a contributor to the Second Edition of Shopping Centre Leases (2008). He is also a member of the 

Advisory Board of the Georgetown Law School Advanced Commercial Leasing Institute.     

Awards & Rankings 

Chambers Canada - Band 1: Real Estate - Nationwide Canada 

Chambers Canada - Band 1: Real Estate - Ontario 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Consistently Recommended: Project Finance; Most 

Frequently Recommended: Property Development, Property Leasing 

The Legal 500 - Canada - Leading Lawyer: Real Estate 

Who's Who Legal: Canada - Leading Lawyer: Real Estate 

Who's Who Legal: Thought Leaders Global Elite - 2020 - Real Estate 

Best Lawyers in Canada - Leading Lawyer: Commercial Leasing and Real Estate Law 

Lexpert/The American Lawyer Guide to the Leading 500 Lawyers in Canada - 2017 - Leading 

Lawyer: Property Development 

Toronto Commercial Leasing - 2016 - Lawyer of the Year 
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Eric S. Block is a partner in our Litigation Group in Toronto and a member of the National Class Action 

Group and the National Securities Litigation Group. He chiefly practices civil, consumer/commercial, 

power and energy, product liability, and securities litigation with an emphasis on class actions. Eric has 

acted in a full range of litigation matters before courts, boards, and tribunals at all levels of trial and 

appeal, including the Supreme Court of Canada.  

Eric represents companies involved in product liability litigation, including class actions, and advises 

companies with respect to product recalls. He also represents power and energy companies involved in 

litigation with all levels of government. 

Eric has acted, and is currently acting, for several companies regarding allegations of worldwide price-

fixing conspiracies involving a wide range of products. 

Eric has acted on some of Canada’s most significant take-over litigations. 

Prior to joining the firm, Eric was an associate at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton and Garrison in New York 

from September 1998 through June 2002. There, he worked on major precedent-setting litigations, 

including the successful commercial arbitration of the world’s largest purchase price dispute, resulting in a 

$635.5-million settlement for the client. Along with Paul Weiss partners Mario Vullo, Liza Velazquez and 

Professor Catherine MacKinnon, Eric litigated, pro-bono, the Southern District of New York jury trial 

awarding $745 million to rape and torture victims of the Bosnian War (Kadic, et al, v. Karadzic). He also 

worked on matters involving securities class actions, corporate espionage, environmental crime, insider 

trading, tax litigation and commercial fraud. 

Eric received his BA (Hons.) (Political Science) from McGill University in 1992. He held the Guy 

Drummond Fellowship consecutively at Institut D’Etudes Politiques de Paris ("Science Po") from 1992 to 

1993 and at McGill University from 1993 to 1994. He received his MA (Political Science) from McGill 

University in 1995. From 1994 to 1995, Eric was a speechwriter to U.S. Ambassador Morris B. Abram in 

Geneva (former Ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva). He received his BA, MA (Jurisprudence) 

from Oxford University (Christ Church) in 1997. Eric received his LLM from the University of Chicago Law 

School in 1998.  
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Eric has written extensively for the Wall Street Journal, Wall Street Journal Europe, Washington Times, 

Jerusalem Post, Saturday Night Magazine and the Chronicle Herald. He has held a Publius Fellowship at 

the Claremont Institute. He sat on the Board of Directors of the National Ballet School Foundation.     

Awards & Rankings 

Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Repeatedly Recommended: Professional Liability and 

Litigation - Directors' & Officers' Liability; Consistently Recommended: Litigation - Product 

Liability and Class Actions 

 



 

 

McCarthy Tétrault LLP 

mccarthy.ca 11 

Martha Harrison 
Partner 

Toronto  

mharrison@mccarthy.ca   

 

Martha Harrison 
Partner 

Toronto  

t. +1 416-601-8864  

mharrison@mccarthy.ca  

Martha H arrison  
Partner  
Toronto 
mharrison@mccar thy.ca  

Bar Admission 

Ontario, 2002 

Law School  

University of Windsor 

 

In an increasingly integrated global market, Martha's hybrid practice in 

trade and product regulatory law allows her to provide advice to 

international clients looking to enter the Canadian market, as well as local 

clients seeking out-bound investment opportunities 

Martha Harrison is a partner in the International Trade and Investment Law, and Retail and Consumer 

Markets Groups in Toronto. She is also the coordinator of the firm’s Advertising and Marketing practice. 

With industry expertise spanning retail & consumer markets, power, mining, food / agriculture, oil & gas, 

and the technology sector, Martha acts as a trusted business advisor to clients, balancing international 

trade and regulatory law, from a Canadian perspective. 

Martha offers a full suite of international trade and investment services, including customs law, anti-

dumping and countervail issues, import/export controls, treaty compliance, public procurement, foreign 

investment, and investor-state disputes. She also routinely appears before regulators at all stages of 

trade disputes. As part of her advertising, marketing and regulatory practice, Martha provides proactive 

and pragmatic advice on product regulation in Canada, including standards, packaging and labelling, 

importing and exporting issues, transportation, and supply chain matters. Martha guides clients through 

the application of product standards along the supply chain, and advises on marketing rules surrounding 

regulated products, such as cosmetics, natural health products, medical devices, foods, and over-the-

counter drugs. 

An experienced and sought-after member of the trade bar, Martha is focused on results-based 

compliance and helps clients in regulated product markets navigate both trade and regulatory business 

hurdles, to optimize growth opportunities inside and outside of Canada. 

Due to her unique expertise, Martha is also known in the Canadian cannabis industry as an expert on 

trade, advertising, marketing and regulatory issues for cannabis products, hemp, and related products. 

A former adjunct professor of international arbitration at Queen’s University and MBA sessional instructor 

at DeGroote School of Business, Martha regularly speaks on matters related to trade, consumer 

regulation and international arbitration. She was also selected by the Government of Canada to be listed 

on the roster of arbitrators to serve on panels established under Chapter 19 of the North American Free 

Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In 2013, she was named one of Lexpert’s Rising Stars: Leading Lawyers 
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Under 40 and is recognized as a leading Canadian international trade lawyer by a number of industry and 

peer-review directories. 

Martha received her LLM from The University of Toronto in 2005, her LLB in 2001 from the University of 

Windsor, and her M.A. and her B.A. from York University in 1998 and 1997 respectively. She was called 

to the bar in Ontario in 2002.     

Awards & Rankings 

Chambers Global - Leading Lawyer: International Trade/WTO - Canada 

Chambers Canada - Leading Lawyer: International Trade/WTO 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Repeatedly Recommended: International Trade 

Regulation 

The Legal 500 - Canada - Next Generation Lawyer: International trade 

Who’s Who Legal - National Leader: Canada - Government Contracts, Canada -  Trade & 

Customs 

Best Lawyers in Canada - Leading lawyer in the areas of Advertising & Marketing Law and 

International Trade & Finance Law 

Expert Guides - Leading Lawyer: International Trade 

Lexpert’s Rising Stars: Leading Lawyers Under 40 - 2013 - Rising Star 
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Ontario, 1999 

Law School  

Osgoode Hall Law School 

 

Known for his business-oriented approach to handling complex 

transactions, Robert lends his sharp instincts and creative solutions to 

help achieve optimal results. 

Robert Hansen is a partner in our Business Law Group in Toronto. Vendors, purchasers, targets, and 

special committees of boards of directors trust Robert’s experience and strategic advice in connection 

with the purchase and sale of shares and assets of public and private companies. Additionally, he 

regularly advises on continuous disclosure and corporate governance matters. Robert’s practice is 

focused primarily on mergers & acquisitions and capital markets transactions. 

Technically proficient and has a very good approach to negotiations and deal making. 

– CLIENT, CHAMBERS CANADA 

Robert represents a broad range of clients including issuers, investment dealers, and investors who look 

to his advice and appreciate his responsiveness, efficiency, and ability to look at problems creatively 

when it comes to crafting solutions. Clients value his sharp focus on key issues and ability to forge 

collaborative relationships with opposing counsel when working toward a common goal. Recognized as a 

skilled deal-maker, Robert has acted as lead counsel in a range of complex transactions, providing 

strategic advice and innovative insight while successfully pursuing clients’ objectives. Some of his recent 

transactions include: 

 BCE in connection with its acquisition of Axia NetMedia; 

 The Special Committee of the Board of Directors of Loblaw on the spin-out of the interest in Choice 

Properties REIT; 

 Canadian Western Bank on its acquisition of the commercial and vendor finance business of ECN 

Capital; 

 The Special Committee of the Board of Directors of Equity Financial Holdings on the sale to 

Smoothwater Capital; 

 Rhone Capital in its preferred share investment in Hudson’s Bay Company; 

 BCE in connection with its acquisition of AlarmForce Industries; 
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 Stelco in connection with its sale to Bedrock Industries; 

 BCE in connection with its acquisition of Manitoba Telecom Services; 

 Bluesky Hotels and Resorts on its acquisition of InnVest REIT; 

 GE Capital on the sales of its commercial distribution finance business to Wells Fargo, transportation 

finance business to Bank of Montreal and franchise finance business to Canadian Western Bank 

Robert is on the faculty of The Directors College, Canada’s first university accredited corporate director 

development program, founded by the Conference Board of Canada and the DeGroote School of 

Business at McMaster University. He teaches a seminar for the advanced securities law programs at the 

University of Windsor and the University of Western Ontario. Robert is a regular contributor to the firm’s 

Canadian M&A Perspectives and Canadian Securities Regulatory Monitor blogs. 

Robert obtained his Bachelor of Business Administration (Hons.) from the School of Business & 

Economics at Wilfrid Laurier University in 1993, and his LLB from the Osgoode Hall Law School in 1997. 

He was called to the Ontario bar in 1999.     

Awards & Rankings 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Consistently Recommended: Corporate Finance & 

Securities and Mergers & Acquisitions 

The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory - Repeatedly Recommended: Corporate Mid-Market and 

Private Equity 

Chambers Canada - Leading Lawyer: Corporate/Commercial - Ontario 

Lexpert  Rising Stars - 2008 - Rising Star: Leading Lawyer Under 40 

IFLR 1000 Guide to the World's Leading Financial Law Firms - Leading Lawyer:  Banking, 

Investment Management, Technology & Telecommunications, Construction and Materials 

IFLR 1000 Guide to the World's Leading Financial Law Firms - Market Leader: M&A 

 

 


